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'\r/eed before; I probablv shouldn't have given him any.)

After an intttal semi-ecstatic experience - apparently
involving a supefnatural vision - he felt nauseous, and
started throwing up.

Just then, the wind sped towards him --huding the
sound straight at him: bang, bang, bang.Three gunshots,
in quick succession.

Leo puiled himself up. As steadily as he could, he
battled his u,ay against the gale, in the direction of the
gunfire - away from the house, along the path, through
the olive grove, towards the ruin.

And thete, in the clearing, sprawled on the ground . . .

was a body.

The bod), lay in a widening pool of blood, sur-
rounded by the semi circle of ruined marble columns,
casting it patia\ in shadow Leo cautiously appreached
it, peering at the f-ace. Then he staggered backwards,
his expression contorted in horror - opening his
mouth to scfeam.

I atrived at that moment, along with the others - in
time to hear the beginnings of Leo's hou,,l, before the
wind grabbed the sound from hrs lips and ran offwith
it, disappearinginto the dark.

We all stood still for a second, silent. It was a horri-
fying moment, terrifying - like the climactic scene in a

Gteek tragedy.

But the tragedy didn't end there.
It was just begin.irg.

This is the sad
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story is meant to play out a baffling crime, followed by
dogged investigatiorr, afl ingenious solution - then, if
you'te lucky, a twist in the tail. But this is a true story,
rLot a work of fiction. It's about rca) people, tn a teal
place. If anything, it's a whldunnit - a character studl;
an examination of who v/e are, and why we do the
things u,,e do.

\What foliows is my sincere and heartfelt attempt to
reconst(uct the events of that terrible night - the mur-
der itself, and everything that led up to it. I pledge to
present you with the plain unr,,arnished truth - or as

near to it as I can get. Evervthing we did, said and
thought.

But how? I hear )rou ask. How,is itpossible? How can tr

possibly know rt a/l? Not just every action taken, every-
thing said and done - but everything undone, unsaid, a)7

the private thoughts in each othet's minds?
For the most part,I am relying on the convetsations

we had, before the murdeq and afterwards - those of
us who survived, that is. As for the dead, I trust you'll
grant me artistic licence regarding their interior life.
Given I am a playurright by trade,I am perhaps better
qualified than most for this particular task.

My account is also based ofl my notes - taken both
before and after the murder. A u/ord of explanation
regarding this. I have been in the habit of keeping
notebooks for some years now. I wouldn't call them
diaries, they're not as structuted as that. Just a record
of my thoughts, ideas, dreams, snatches of conversa-
tions I overhea\ ny observations of the wodd. The
notebooks themselves are nothing fancy, just plain

black Moleskines. I r
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It's time to meet our cast of suspects - in order of
importance. And therefore, for the moment, I must
reluctantly remain offstage. I'11 hover in the wings,
waiting for my cue.

Let us begin - as v/e should - with the star.

Let's begin with Lana.

LanaFatat was a mo
Lana\Mas a big star

very young, backin d
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her famous smile. No, there was some otlter quality
about Lana - something intangible, the trace of a

demi-goddess; something mythical, magpcoJ- it made
het endlessly, compulsively watchable. In the presence
of such beauty, all you wanted to do was g ze.

Lana made a lot of movies when she was very
yourrg - and there was, to be honest, a slight sense of
mud being slung at a wa1L, to see what would stick.
And while her romantic comedies were hit or miss, in
my opinion, and her thrillers came and went, gold was

finally sttuck when Lana played her first tragedy. She

was Ophelia in a modern-day adaptation of Hamlet,
and received her first Oscar nomination. From then
on, suffering nobly became Lana's speciality. Call them
tear-jerkers or v/eepies, Lana excelled as every doomed
romantic heroine fromAnna Karenina toJoan of Arc.
She never got the gul; she rzLely made it out alive -
and we loved her for it.

As you can lmaglne, Lana made arr enormous
amouflt of money for a lot of people. \Mhen she was
thirty-five, during an otherwise financially catastrophic
couple of years forPatamount, the profits ftom one
of her biggest successes kept the studio afloat.
SThich is why there was a sizeable ripple of shock
within the industry when Lana suddenly announced
her retirement - at the height of her fame and beauty,
at the tender age of forty.

It was a mystery why she had decided to quit - and
destined to remain one, for Lana offered no explan-
ation. Not then, nor in the years to come. She never
spoke about it pubJicly.
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